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NEW Quarterly report FORMS ONLINE 

The quarterly report form has been redesigned for 2010.  The reports for all 
four quarters are contained in one document, and the ending balance for 
each quarter will carry over to the beginning balance of the following 
quarter.  The form will also calculate a total number of new families served 
for the year on each quarterly report.  The data you enter will be the same 
and you can navigate among the quarters by choosing the tab on the bottom 
of the screen for the appropriate quarter.  The new form can be found at 
courts.in.gov/family-court/forms.html.  The due date for the first quarter 
report is April 10.  If you have any questions about completing the form, 
please feel free to call.   

 

certification standards and evaluation 

plan available for review and comment 

As you know, the Family Court Steering Committee has been working on a 
plan for certifying family courts.  In addition, we have been discussing how 
we can evaluate the effectiveness of the project as a whole.   Attached to 
the e-mail containing this newsletter, you will find the proposed program 
standards for purposes of certification, and the proposed evaluation plan.   
Please take the time to review these documents and submit any comments 
via e-mail to loleksy@courts.state.in.us no later than April 9, 2010.  It is our 
plan to begin collecting some data for evaluation in mid-2010 and to have 
the certification standards in place for the 2011 grant cycle. 

 

NEW DEMOGRAPHIC DATA REQUIREMENT 

The Division of State Court Administration, like many other state agencies, 
has been examining the issue of disproportionate minority contact in its 
programming.  National research shows that children and families of color 
are disproportionately represented in the child welfare and juvenile 
delinquency systems.  While the Family Court Project serves a broader 
population than these two systems, the Family Court Steering Committee is 
interested in exploring whether the same holds true for family courts.  As a 
first step in this process, a new section has been added to the annual report 
for 2010 that requests data on the race/ethnicity of children and adults 
served by your family court programs.  We apologize for instituting a new 
data collection requirement mid-year, and we understand that your 2010 
data will be incomplete. However, the committee feels strongly that this is 
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an important issue and asks for your cooperation in collecting this data as 
soon as you can begin to do so.  The new section will be inserted into the 
data report, page 3 of the annual report.  A screen shot of the new section is 
included below.  If you have any questions about the new requirement, 
please call or e-mail. 
 

 
 

RULES COMMITTEE CONSIDERING FAMILY 

COURT RULES 

The Supreme Court Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure has been 
considering whether to extend the use of the Supreme Court Family Court 
Rules beyond the courts participating in the Family Court Project.   Current 
family court project judges may receive a letter or phone call from 
committee members seeking your opinion or further information about the 
project and how your county utilizes the Family Court Rules.   Any 
information you can provide will be extremely helpful. 
 

Google Group for Family Courts 

As part of our continuing effort to serve you better, we are exploring the use 
of a Google group for Indiana Family Court Projects.  The group would 
provide a secure forum for exchanging ideas/challenges/solutions, and 
would also allow us to share documents such as program manuals, forms, 
etc.  Because the group will be private with restricted membership, a free 
Google account will be necessary in order to join.  If you have any thoughts 
on this idea, please let me know.  I am currently working on adding some 
material to the group page and will be sending out invitations to join the 
group soon.  Please note that your group invitation will not come from my e-
mail address; it will come from noreply@googlegroups.com with the subject 
line “Google Groups: You’ve been invited to IndianaFamilyCourts.” 
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